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SECTION 1 

PURPOSE: 

The purpose of the OAPA Research Policy is to guide decisions of the Research 

Committee. The Research Committee shall be responsible for providing information and 

recommendations to the OAPA Board regarding the following: 

 
• Requests for funding; 

• Use of OAPA Membership data; and, 

• Assistance of research expertise. 

 
AUTHORITY 

 
The OAPA Board retains all decision making authority, while the Research Committee 

shall provide information and recommendations to the OAPA Board. 

 

 
SECTION2 

GUIDELINES FOR THE ACTIONS OF THE RESEARCH COMMITTEE: 

 
DEFINITIONS 

•  Within this policy, Research is to be defined as a systematic investigation for the 

accumulation of scientific knowledge; and, 

• Within this policy, OAPA Data is to be defined as data received, and/or generated by 

the OAPA, which is not generally accessible by the public. 

 
PROJECT REQUIREMENTS 

 
Projects approved by the OAPA Board shall meet the following requirements: 

 
• A project must have a clear and concise goal; 

• A project must have a plan and the ability to disseminate the results to outside 

sources; and, 

• If an investigation results in the intended use of a presentation or publication (books, 

monographs, or journals) it will be considered by OAPA under this policy. 

 
PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF RESEARCH 

•  OAPA will consider research requests that may enhance the practice, development, 

and profession of both the physician assistants/associates and OAPA. Priority will be 

given to research projects that support OAPA's mission, goals, and agenda. 
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GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR RESEARCH PROPOSALS 

• Proposals by members of the Academy who desire support or use of OAPA's data, 

must submit their request for approval via the Research Committee and must contain 

the following: 

o Name(s) and contact information of the primary investigator and all 

coinvestigators; 

o Purpose of the research, the research question or hypothesis, and definition of 

the scope; 

o Description of the design, materials, and methods used in the project; 

o Description of the analyses that will be conducted; 

o Location and facility or institution where research will be conducted; 

o Evidence of institutional approval, where appropriate; 

o Intended source(s) of publication; 

o Budget, including direct and indirect costs, and source(s) of funding; 

o Description of OAPA data or other information needed for the project; 

o Projected timetable and completion date for the project; and, 

o  Disclosure of any potential conflicts of interests for the researcher(s), including 

any financial involvement with the project. 

 
ELIGIBILITY AND RESPONSIBILITY 

• The designated principal investigator must be an active member of the OAPA; 

• The principal investigator will be responsible for the project oversight and reporting; 

and, 

•  A maximum of one (1) revised proposal representing a previously submitted 

application will be accepted by the Research Committee for review. 

 
SELECTION PROCESS 

• The number of proposals approved for submission to the OAPA Board will be 

determined by the nature and quality of the proposals and the availability of resources 

needed to fulfill the request. Proposals will be evaluated by the Research Committee 

based on the following criteria: 

o  Completeness of the proposal, adequacy of the design, methodology, and the 

qualifications of the principal investigator; and, 

o Extent to which the proposal will enhance the practice or environment for 

physician assistants/associates, the profession, or the OAPA. 

 

PROJECT APPROAL AND CONTINUING REVIEW 

• Researchers will be provided with notice of OAPA Board's approval or denial 

regarding research proposals; 

• Researchers must agree to provide OAPA with copies of any report resulting from 

the use of OAPA funds or data prior to the presentation or pub!ication of such 
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report so that OAPA can determine if funds or data were used in a manner 

consistent with the research proposal; and, 

• Researchers must agree to acknowledge the following: 

o OAPA's contribution to the research in all publications and presentations; 

o OAPA requires ethical behavior in all research projects; and, 

o OAPA has the right, but not the obligation, to review the progress of all 

projects. 

 

SECTION3 

OWNERSHIP AND CONFIDENTIALITY OF RESEARCH DATA: 
 

• OAPA may, through a contract with a third party, reserve the right to ownership of 

all research data collected in the name of OAPA or research data collected in 

collaboration with OAPA; 

• The use of data released from OAPA is restricted to the purpose specified within the 

Research Proposal and may not be disclosed to any other individual, entity, or other 

third party without prior written consent of OAPA; 

• The use of data released from OAPA is restricted from the use of any other purposes 

or project without prior written consent from OAPA; 

•  OAPA reserves the right to restrict the use or publication of OAPA data which may 

breach the confidentiality of or otherwise put OAPA, its members, or other 

stakeholders at a disadvantage; and, 

• OAPA data that is or can be linked to an individual will not be released without prior 

written and signed authorization from the individual or appropriate personnel from 

the organization. 

 
 

SECTION 4 

AMENDMENTS: 

 

OAPA reserves the right to modify, change, or amend this policy at any time for any 

reason by the affirmative vote of a majority of a quorum of the Board provided that the 

nature of such modification, change, or amendment was placed on the agenda and the 

Board was notified a minimum often (10) days prior to a vote. The Research Committee 

does not have the authority to modify this policy. 
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SIGNATURE PAGE 

 
THESE RESEARCH POLICIES OF OKLAHOMA ACADEMY OF PHYSICIAN 

ASSOCIATES were adopted by the Board of Directors on the 7th day of March 2017 and further 

amended to show the name change on the 22nd day of November 2023.  
 

 

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 

Saura Douglas, President    Christy Niehues, Secretary 
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