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Oklahoma Academy of Physician Associates
Legislative Committee Meeting
July 8, 2026; 6:30 pm
Via Zoom

Committee Members Present: Keith Plummer, Don Guthrie, Robert Peevy, Sara Parr,
Tami Meyers, Lisa Eckhardt, Alex Garcia, Jeanine Smith, Audra Ball, Don Flinn

Committee Members Not Present: Sheila Walker, Jeff Burke, Helga Price

Others Present: Susan Thomas, Audrey Poole

Called to Order 6:30 pm
Lobby Team Proposal:

e Jan Loftis requested an increase in her annual compensation from
$54,000 to $60,000. She is not requesting an increase for Matt Latham or
Tyler Powell.

e Susan clarified that the current compensation rates listed in the Lobby
Team Proposal for Matt Latham and Tyler Powell were incorrect. Their
current contracted rate is $4,050 per month, not $4,250 per month as
previously listed.

e |t was discussed that Jan Loftis has not received a compensation increase
since 2023.

o Motion to approve Jan Loftis increase made by Don Guthrie;
Robert Peevy seconds. All approved. Motion passes.

Name Change Legislation:

e The potential impact of a profession name change on federal workers and
PA programs was discussed.

e Federal workers' titles are based on NCCPA certification, and a change to
“Associates” would not automatically be reflected in federal systems.
Concerns were also raised regarding the potential impact on insurance
reimbursement processes.

e The committee agreed that OAPA should reach out to each PA Program
Director to gather their feedback and perspectives regarding potential
name change legislation.



e A profession name change would require updates to numerous statutes
throughout Oklahoma.

e This topic will be presented at the next Board Meeting for discussion and a
vote.

Meeting Adjoined at 6:54pm

Motion to adjourn made by Don Guthrie; Jeanine Smith seconds. All in favor.
Motion passes.



