
 

 

Dear Membership,  

I am deeply humbled and grateful for the opportunity to serve as OAPA's 

President for the 2026-2027 board year. It is an honor to work alongside our 

diverse and dynamic Board of Directors and our small-but-mighty executive team 

on behalf of PAs across Oklahoma. Thank you for your trust and for the 

opportunity to serve. 

Reflecting on my years in this profession, I have had the privilege of watching PAs 

grow and evolve in ways that continue to inspire me. We have not only adapted to 

help fill healthcare gaps, but we have also stepped into leadership roles in 

academia, interdisciplinary teams, and the management of large groups of APPs. 

PAs have become an important part of the solution to many of the healthcare 

challenges facing our state and our nation. We are a valuable asset to our 

healthcare system. 

We do not just show up, we make a difference when it matters most. 

I love hearing the stories of the incredible work PAs are doing across Oklahoma, 

and I want to thank you for sharing those stories. They remind us of the impact we 

can have when we use our collective voice, experience, and passion to move our 

profession forward. 

As your President, my goal for this year is to grow and strengthen our OAPA 

membership by creating more opportunities for connection and engagement. We 

plan to expand outreach events in both Tulsa and Oklahoma City while also 

strengthening OAPA's presence and support among our state's PA programs and 

PA students. Our Board is already actively working on ways to make these goals a 

reality. 



I truly believe our profession can make a meaningful difference in healthcare 

across Oklahoma when we come together, support one another, and share our 

passion and ideas for making healthcare better for Oklahomans. The future of our 

profession is bright, and I am excited about what we can accomplish together. 

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter. I hope to see you at the 53rd 

OAPA Annual CME Conference, September 30-October 2, 2026, at the Embassy 

Suites Downtown in Oklahoma City. Be sure to register at www.okpa.org. 

I look forward to serving you and working together to make this a great year for 

OAPA and for PAs across Oklahoma. 

 

Sincerely, 

Your OAPA President 

Jeanine Smith, PA-C 

 

http://www.okpa.org/

