
 

Awards Committee Meeting  

July 21st 2026 at 6:30 pm 

Zoom 

 

Committee Members Present: Lee Luetkemeyer, Natasha Simonson, Larry Hytche, 

Phil Green, Audrey Poole 

Committee Members Not Present: Susan Thomas 

Meeting called to order 6:35 pm 

• Committee went over the nominations that were received  

• Audrey Poole stated that Susan Thomas recommended creating a Legacy Award 

in honor of Nicki Watson. 

Lee Leutkemyer motioned to approve the 2027 OAPA Awards as follows:  

o Lifetime Award - Don Beavers, Bob Oldham 

o Honorary PA - Michael Wyckoff and Rep. Cindy Roe 

o PA of the year - Keith Plummer 

o Roger Whittaker –-Tricia Iven 

o Rural PA - Tom Engle and Charlotte Shackleford 

o Physician of the Year - Steve Orwig, MD and James Beymer, DO 

  Phil Green second the motion. All in favor. Motion passes. 

• Committee decides to table the vote for Legacy Award. 

o The committee agreed to have create the new award but wanted to get 

Susan's opinion on whether the award should be awarded to Nicki 

Watson, or to Tara Watson in Honor of Nicki Watson. 

• Committee decides to table the vote for the PA who would be honored in the 

scholarship award. The committee was unable to identify a PA that has recently 

passed to honor. The committee will be reaching out to the board and other PAs 

to identify someone.  

 

Meeting Adjourned 7:25 pm 


