
 

Student Advisory Committee Meeting 
 August 17th, 2026 – 6:30pm via Zoom 

Committee Members Present: Melissa Loftis, Johnnie Gilpen, Christy Niehues, Michael Stancliff, 
Don Guthrie, Audrey Poole 

Student Members: Kate Christie (OU-OKC), Nate Escott (OU-Tulsa), Ryan Harris (OCU), Taryn 
Vaught (NSU), Will Parker (OSU) 

Committee Members Not Present: Jeanine Smith, Courtney Abernathy 

Others Present: Bonnie Turner  

Meeting called to order 6:33 pm 

• Introductions of all committee members, students and staff. 
•  Audrey created a Student Outreach Calander to track various items for the Committee. 

The committee approved the use calendar via Google Doc. This calendar includes: 
o Contact information of Program Directors, Student Reps and 

Committee Members  
o School Program Information 
o Committee member assignments and a secondary assignment with 

each program for communications and visitations. 
o Monthly calendars to track visits to programs.  

 
• Program assignments are as follows: 

o OU-OKC -Don Gutherie, (alternate) Johnnie Gilpin 
o OU-Tulsa -Jeanine Smith, (alternate) Courtney Abernathy 
o OCU -Melissa Loftis, (alternate) Christy Niehues 
o NSU -Johnnie Gilpin, (alternate) Don Gutherie 
o OSU -Courtney Abernathy, (alternate) Jeanine Smith 
o SNU -Christy Niehues, (alternate) Melissa Loftis 
o OBU -Michael Stancliff, (alternate) Don Guthrie 

 
• The committee discussed and explained to the student representatives that this 

committee is to support the students in any way possible.  



• The committee asked the student representatives to please add to the Google Doc their 
ideas of ways the OAPA can engage students.  

• The Committee will communicate with schools and report back start and end dates for 
student program years, clinical dates, didactic, and graduation dates.  

• Meeting Adjourned 7:07 pm 

 

 

 
 
 


